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SECRET

CENTRAL thiTELLIGIENCE: AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503

Walter J. !trickier, Esq.
Director; Office of Special Investigations
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
1375 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Hr. Rockier:

.	 T1,40 in in rannnnne to Mr. Martin Mendelsohn's letter

l	
erof this Office, ated 6 December

1979 informing us that an action had been piled in the U.S.
f	 O,	 .to

• District Court in New Jersey to revoke the citizenship of
Tscherim Soobrokov. In that letter Mr. Mendelsohn asked
that six documents be made available for use by the Office
or SpeCial . Investigatione. In response to that request, the

) appropriate offices of the. Agency have examined the documents
and the circumstances surrounding their acquisition. • The

. concerna brought to light as a result of that review are
presented below. (C)	 .

Documents 1 and 2 
,

CIA is prepared to make these documents available for
• use in this case, and indeed, we would be willing to provide
as a witness the custodian of the documents of the Directorate
of Operations who can testify that the documents were found
in the records syetem of the Directorate, of Operations and

	

• °that the documents had been in our files since 1952. (C)	 o

'However, for reasons stated below, this officer will
not be permitted to testify as to the circumstances surrotinding
the acquisition of the documents; that is, that these	 •
documents were-placed into the CIA records system by a staff
employee who received them from Sootitekov••in Amman, Jozden i	o.
in 1952.	 (S)	 . .•

A statement of the ' circuMetancee 'surrounding the
acquisition of these documents would constitute an official
admission of a CrAipresence end activity in Jordan.' As
recent developments in'the Middle East have clearry, indicated,
even mere allegations of CIA activity often provoke serious
reactions by the governments,and_cltiZens of Middli East
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countries. (The a	 _Z7 would be partiqularly
sensitive to an official acknowledeement of CIA AntiUit y in.

z; M paratiel concern- is tnat any admieVion of.
CIA-activity in Jordan would most certainly damage, if not.
destroy; our ability to withhold. that- information from	 °.
pyblic.disclosura during the processing of FOIA and Privacy
Act requests qr in other civil or criminal cases. (S)

For the following reasons the CIA witness also will not
be permitted to identify the original recipient of the
documents. in 1952 this Officer Was assigned to c. ...a under•

nfrinialonnvar. that 1.8. 4:

ro diaciase the TIME plot on ostenstoie	 .
transmitted information directly to CIA

wouixoniy . execeroate the potential for adveree'reectionp
mentiOned above. To.disclose tiro fact that this individual
Was, in fact C:	 Would huve even more seribus.
consequences'. first, tne individualW he was known ato have
cdetscted	 J could be placed 0 danger. Second, hie
cover. posicLow.womid moat certainl y be cOmprosilised.,
acknomledgement of the use of t: ..Zicover inC	 would in	 '
itself be ..daleging. j..	 has/expresso° its
veridue cOncern over orriCiaa,acknowledgement ef the' use of

cover. and the Continued - villIlngnoes.end'shillty ofethel
C—j to provide covei to , the , Agency . is, in dui view,

7----crepanuene-on CIA's ability to preverit pi02116°dieclosure
of those Instances where cover 'hem been extended. ,'(S)

'..	 Finally, the-circumstances eurrounding the-career of
" the recipient of the document and his immediate eubordinate-

present'additional coneern. As . stated earlierilhe= Met
liatv'easignedto	 under official cover.. .

'He remained under official covor.for, oboe time following'
that assignment, and to oyr knowledge woe hover‘sUrisaced.es
a CIA employee., Given the success,oP'hio Cover, .a decision
yew made to assign his to an even more overt stetde.,.
'and for the'remeinder . of h10%Cereer.wip . CIA,...thie individual,
operated under non-Official cover'4 When this individuel° 	 • '..
retired from.CIA . he	 ab:„under nonzofficial.cover. .(S)

%	 .

'The inditiduela he Aleait'with,hed 'no, indication. ." •
that he was ' essociated with the CIA, Amerieen . Intelligende,
or the U.S. Government. ' Consequently, he , was able' to
operate in areas . that are closed to U.S.'Govdrnment officials
and to cokact and, recruit Individuals who would normally
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not associate with representatives of our government. Even
in retirement the government has continued to make use of
this individual and of the contacts_he established

-•••
.	 •

The duty of handling,Soobzokov in Amman fell not only
to the Agency, .officer described above, but to his immediate
subordinate who also was under C: -Z/cover- There is the •
danger therefore that the use or tneee documents may lead to
the.disclosure of the identity of this second officer and
his activities. In contrast to the first officer, this
individual remained under official cover for thea remainder
of his career with CIA, andPrecently retired under' official
cover. Because our cover arrangements often provide for

Disclosure of the
identity of this second individual and his CIA affiliation
would cause damage to Agency operations not only C
but in the many other places this officer served. it would,
for certain, place his immediate centacts in personal 	 .
danger, damage the alcukty of 'installations end operations
with which he was associated; and weaken our ability to
iieinbain similar cover. , The resultant damage of such

...—diaclosure could conceivably be wide ranging--theldenti-
'fication of other individuals could lead - to the identification

g
of prst

omi
illar re

opecorvateirtone
 employees,

that had no
thus

direct
 endangeringing 

to
aour
 the

and
c 
original employee. (S)

,	 In aum, it is necessary to avoid any sction and any use
of these two documents that would lead to: 1), the identi-
fication of the presence ofthe CIA facility in?Jorden, or
.identify or describe the activities . tonducted in Jordan,
2) the identification of the original recipient of the o
document, and 3) identification of the immediate subordinate of
the recipient of the document. (S)

Documemt. 3 

CIA is prepared to provide a redacted version of the
document for use in this case and to provide as a witness a
representative from the Office of Security who can testify
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that the document was prepared by a representative of that
office following an interview with Soobzokov in 1953 and
that the document had been in our files since that date..
However, neithek this officer, nor Any CIA witness, will be
pprmitted to discuss the full text of the document or the
circumstances surrounding its acquisition. (C)

The - document was prepared following a polygraph
'interview conducted on Soobzokov in Beirut, Lebanon in

• 1953. The interview was•conduOted at the requestIof.Soobzokov3s
case officer, the first individual 'described in the discussion

'of documente 1 and 2. Accordingly, our primary cOncern is
that the use of this document may lead_to the disclosure of
Identities of this individual and his associatesend the!	 -details of the Jordanian operation. (S)

.	 .
Because the interviev took place in a secondlcountry,

the use of the document may also lead to the-disclosure of
CIA activities in that country, which woUld damage our
relationamith that country, inhibit our ability to'conduct
operations, and place in jeopardy CIA and goyernment officers
currently . assigned to that country. (S)

The documenL-as a whole contains a significant amount
of information concerning intelligence methods. It confirms
that CIA polygraphs agents in remotalocatidna and indicates
that the polygraph interviewer was not assigned to Beirut,
but prepared his report elsewhere, and names that location.
Thus, the report diecloses the fact that CIA posseseed'a

.fairly mobile polygraph facility, headquartered at
identified central location. The text of the document also

• gives some inaight . into the methodology employed, by CIA
polygraph intervreWere by Identifying z the areas of interest

to particuldi l aubjects: lle-text of the report is aleo
to the interviewer., and hie . reaction to Soobzoklv's answers

potentially damaging. in whet it does not etate- Twhat we did
.not) consider important, aridid not know, about Soobzokov at
the time of the intdrview.1 (S)

DocUment 4 
••

CIA is prepared to make's redacted version of this
document available fcit use in this case and we Would be
willing to provide as a withess the custodian 0 the records
of the Directorate of Operations who will be abe to state
that the docurqp.r4 was mainteined by CIA since lp'56. However,
this witness 04"not be perMitteeto discuss thf full text
of the document or the circumstances surrounding its creation
(C)	 ,•	 •	 ',

The document itself is a report of a counterintelligence
debriefing conducted on Soobzokov in 1956 by a third CIA 	 •

,
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staff Officer. The interview was conducted in the United
States. This interview was not conducted during the course 	 !
of any on-going operations, but Wed part of the pre-clearance t
screening of Soobzokov as a potential asset. The interview
was apparently conducted .under the auspices of Boa 3
cover unit. Accordingly, any discussion of the carcum-
stances Surroundinp CIA's acquisition of the document would
disclose that CIA, C:	 conducted the interview, end
disclose the identity or tills CIA cover unit. Such dis-
closure would endanger the security of. the individuals who
had been assigned to, or dealt' with the unit. It would also
demons our ability to provide such cover in the future, as
the C:	 willingness and ability to provide cover is in no
.emela °agree tied to our ability to prevent disclosure of
the existence of . auch . cover. (S)

The document cannot be released in full text as it
. contains substantial amounts of information concerning

covert installations end personnel assigned to them; identi-
fies uses made of Soobzokov and uses contemplated for him
(thus identifying . CIA's operational targetting); and identifies
those 'subjects which were of counterintelligence interest to
CIA and, by omission identifies subjects which had not come.
to our attention. (This last point is of no mean significance
in that it may disclose a weakness°in our counterintelligence
capacity.) (S)

0
Document 5 

CIA is prepared to make this.dccument available for,
use in thim case in full text, and to provide as a witness
the custodian of the records of the Directorate of Operations
who will be able to state that our records indicate that
the 'document was received by Soobzokov in the United States
and that it has been maintained since then in CIA files. (C)

CIA msy not provide a discussion cf the circum armee
surrounding the acquisition of the . document, nor M4we
identify the recipient of the document. (C)

Although the document contains only information
concerning Soobzokov'e personal activities, the circum-
stances surrounding thvcieation and acquisition of the
document bear heavirty- on CIA equitiqs. At the date of the
document Soobzokov was'engsgectin a training program designed
to provide an ethnic cadre of trained partisans to fight in
a "hot war" against the Soviet Union. This operation was
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conducted under 4---4 cover at. an C A installation and was
not identified as CIA to the trainees. If a discussion of
this document were to disclose CIA's interest in this
operation it could pier:- in jeopardy unwitting individuals
who may have returned to hostile locations; reveal the
affiliation of CIA pereonnel aseigned to the operation; and
damage our ability to obtain such cover in the future. (S)

It should be noted that the cover of the operation
remains intact, in spite of parallel developments in Other
litigation involving Mr. Soobzokov. It has come to our
attention that Mr. Soobzokov has  

His action has led to at

Should CIA's affiliation with the Project become
known, the request's scope will broaden to include .out
records and the threat of disclosure will increase sig-

. . nificantly. (S)

Document 6 

CIA is prepared to make a redacted version of this
document available for use in the case and is prepared to
provide a witness from the OFffee of Security who can
testify that •the doeument was prepared, following an inter-
view with Soobzokov by a CIA security bfficer and that it
has been in our filessince 1959. SC)
/fr t2s...;4" r4.84 Re .Pcd. i at.:7:7;j4,:vrt..;	 e Au 4 "'"'

frcrigrao=f7gatirns a large amount of detail con-,
earning Soobzokov's personal lastory,.but also details in
some depth his past associations with CIA, and our efforts
to eetablish his bona . fidea during his prolonged association
with CIA. Of special concern is-the amount of detail
this document contains on polygraph methodology, including
specific questiona and the analysis of Soobzokov t e answers
to them. (S)

•

It is our opinion that the release of this information
could be especially damaging in that the informatlOh'
woUld provide a valuable tool to aid opposition services in
developing procedures to defeat our polygraph testing. (S)
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Conclusion 

In view of the need to avoid the disclosures described
above and to prevent the harm which would flow from such
disclosure pleaseradvise us before any use is made of our
ddcuments or information; In this regard, a meeting at the
Aesistant Attorney General level may be of value. (C)

Sincerely.	 i/

3
Office of General Counsel

7

SECRET



RAPOIZ
,,or,CV,v •	 .111.1'1••REDSOR

• 4 .

/

RJA-A -157

•

0 • •

/04

Deputy Chief (DYCLIATIS) RE	 EI October 1952

Chief, C

Operational
Document re T.Scobsokov

1. Attachment (b) herewith is a copy of a elommient_purporteellw mihet.antiiting
the statement mails lii para 4 of question 25 of RJA-A-152. L eaw the
original document.
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date .30.12.1042
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• ...attoobriol 'b) to ilSA44;
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.	 •

.21044,14.tioxisf_tiblara_slostmen.L.frimilaw2..tO.gqsligh
, •

er Of tI area

• Je Obirlentoant and Chief ',tor the Circa	 Police TbiRelan Field o;Oe 'eoern:	
,

• 0/t0V bern• Stzn•- •:1.341910 In•Taehtamukai,, North Caucasus la 'authorized'

,•••• I	 icsroh alL viliz,gea inTry : area.	 .	 , •	 .
0:1	 •

••	 4 	 •	 •	 •

-•	 ,f0Zottal order 'front"Gersean•FielA Coonand,/to.. 548 or 20.12 1942	 . ••

• 4	 •	 •	 •	
•

rf."

?•,	 .	 .	 ,

“	 This permit is valid f• together pith- soldfWbook NO, 1437821 . fiesued2' . '. : 0 ••• ..

'''• '• • Or, :tthe ownding offleer of the '33 and 31) Bureau in rateenodar on 15.10.4u4I ; .'•
.•''	 11..1•	 The Uaror , • (iiihature) /Chatit/	 •• .0

• .	 .
- .	 SELL	 •	 14'.

I '	 'Secretary : •..(elenature) :/tiabatuijarV ..4

.	 •	 100:' 704/42.704/42.

li s

•
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Dopoto, IWO (DICI.131413)

Operational.
.1:Oonnont rimed To'
T. Soobscicov	 •	 •	 •

1.,;s At1iLobsiootr(o): hopowith is a copy of • i claimant pOrported I to have
to'Sub4oOt in 1944 In gingery. Ths'original! visa ..fiown to

• •
•
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.attliehmep.S1 'is) to EtJA ...A. Art:* 

Tranifition of 4abOse dooUmint Tram llungarian;-Co ingliah c

,

Kaadquarters of the
.2pOgariwn Xines • 20th Inrantri Aisly	 .

• CERTiFICOS .
...	 ..	 '.	 •	

•	 ,.	 ,,	 .i.
.	 s't2oobsolarartallarin Circassian 	 , .Military CoUmander, tas the

..*Tright. to . ruerve this buildingfiarigt; 	.	 .. .
.;•Thiliberre'wentioiled building' will remihn under his, reservation. -long withia'sertifiestp.iOlot withdrawn..	 ...	 .—..	 '	 .	 ..	 . •

I. Eaphisa, 1944,2ovenber,14

'signature
seal	 Captain Corsaanding

Seer
g•


